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"We could never get them to ride a horse, until they came to your event" from a parent.  
 
Kids with Autism Can has produced a series of free events that strongly encourage interaction, physical 
exercise and socialization for kids with ASD.  We believe this continues to encourage the growth of the 
children.  For these events we advocate for families to create environments that meet the sensory needs 
of children on the spectrum, allowing for their social growth in situations that do not stress the families.  
It also allows for a mingling of typical children who can function as typical role models in an 
�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���Z�K�H�U�H���L�W���L�V�Q�¶�W���V�H�H�Q���D�V���D�Q���R�E�O�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���V�L�E�Oings and friends.  Just an opportunity to have 
fun.  Historically events in the program have included swimming, ice skating, bowling, indoor rock 
climbing, yoga, and a "boot camp" led by trainer. 
 
 
Kids with Autism Can is a 501(c)3 Arizona based organization that is focused on helping children with 
Autism (and other spectrum disorders) work towards independence through socialization, 
therapy and education. Kids with Autism Can encourages parents to work with their 
children to foster skills of independence by focusing on their strengths. 
Our goals is to create events where kids with Autism can come together in a safe 
environment to focus on fun and socialization. 
 
 
Included in this Press Packet you will find: 

�x Who we are 
�x Brochure on our organization 
�x Fact sheets on our events in community engagement 
�x Board member biographies 
�x Recent Newsletter  

 
 
We know it is successful when (a) children participate in an activity that they haven't in the past, (b) 
children do an activity with their sibling that they never have, (c) parents see their child do another 
�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���W�K�H�\���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���H�[�S�H�F�W�������G�����Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G���Z�L�W�K���$�6�'���D�V�N�V���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���H�Y�H�Q�W���L�V���V�R���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q���F�R�P�H 
These are hard to quantify in traditional way, but more meaningful than any statistic and essential to 
families success. 
 
 
Thank you and come join us for an event! 

http://www.kidswithautismcan.org/


                                                     

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

www.kidswithautismcan.org    �‡   P. O. Box 25416, Scottsdale, AZ 85255   �‡ (Ph) 480-206-6102                          
    

Who are we? 
 
We are Kids with Autism Can; after 12 years of listening to what a son would not be able to do it 
was time to create a place to help families see what was possible and provide support down a 
very challenging path. 
 
What have we been up to so far? 
 
�:�H�O�O�����Z�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q�« 

�x ���Œ�����š�]�v�P���•�}���]���o�����À���v�š�•���š�Z���š���^�Á�}�Œ�l�_���(�}�Œ���u�}�Œ�����l�]���•���}�v���š�Z�����•�‰�����š�Œ�µ�u�X 

�x �,�}�•�š�]�v�P�����À���v�š�•���]�v���}�µ�Œ���•���Œ�]���•���^�/�š�[�•�����o�o���&�µ�v�����v���Y�_���š�}�����v���}�µ�Œ���P�������}�u�u�µ�v�]�����š�]�}�v���}�(���‰���Œ���v�š�•�����v�� 
children on the spectrum.  The earlier communication is encouraged and sustained, the 
higher the level of success.  So far 60 events and with over 3000 in attendance. 

�x Talking with other organizations to see what they are trying to accomplish in hopes that we 
might be able to work together and share our support and ideas.  We have co-hosted events 
with 3 organizations. 

�x Applying for grants to allow us to fund events and work with organizations to create 
transitional programs. 

�x Evaluating our web site and how to use it to best help others. 

�x Networking with other families to create a support group for parents who have children that 
are newly diagnosed and want to proceed in a positive, can do environment. 

What can you do? 
 
�2�I���F�R�X�U�V�H���G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���J�U�H�D�W�«�F�D�Q���\�R�X���V�He the next part coming?  BUT what we have learned 
more than anything in this past 19 years is that using your strengths will benefit us even more. 
 
What does that mean? 
 
Make Kids with Autism Can your cause!  Educate people about autism and the importance of 
�H�D�U�O�\���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�������6�K�D�U�H���Z�K�R���Z�H���D�U�H���D�Q�G���Z�K�D�W���Z�H���D�U�H���D�E�R�X�W���Z�K�H�Q���\�R�X���F�D�Q�������,�I���W�K�D�W�¶�V���Q�R�W���\�R�X�U��
best thing, think outside the box, what is your strength and would you like to use it to help us?  
We would love to have you. 

�x We will always be collecting items for upcoming events.  Do you know someone who might 
have something great to offer? 

�x Do you work for a business that will do a corporate match?  Or who might sponsor an 
���À���v�š�M�������}���Ç�}�µ���^�l�v�}�Á���•�}�u���}�v�����Á�Z�}���l�v�}�Á�• �•�}�u���}�v���_�M�����t�����Á���v�š���š�}�����Œ�����š�����P�Œ�����š��
experiences! 

�x Creative ways to fundraise and earn money will be essential to our success.  Look around 
you, there is no way this event could be this amazing without the help of so many.   

THANK YOU!  

http://www.kidswithautismcan.org/






Kids with Autism Can, Then and Now

�‡ Has hosted or helped support over 60 events for kids/young adults with ASD and their 
families.

�‡ Has acquired almost 250 tickets for families to attend Legoland. (If families purchased 
these tickets, even at the kids price they would be valued at over $20,000 )

�‡ �,�V���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���L�W�¶�V��3rd performance with PHX Theatre allowing kiddos who might have 
challenges staying in their seats or remaining quite during a performance, 
opportunities to watch professional actors perform in an actual theater.  Without all of 
the restrictions.

�‡ Has given 250 family members the opportunity to experience the magic of the Polar 
Express Charity Train. (If our families had to purchase these tickets they would be 
valued at over $7500).  We have also been able to include gas cards for some of our 
families.

�‡ Was thrilled to have 552 Attendees at 9 events (some partnered) in 2011. In 2015, we 
estimate a total of approximately 1600 people will attend 17 events that we will host 
this year.

�‡ Have helped kids and parents with �O�H�V�V���F�D�Q�¶�W���G�R�¶�V���D�Q�G���P�R�U�H���F�D�Q���G�R�¶�V.  Including 
rock climbing, ice skating, ropes courses, riding horses, practicing yoga, and several 
other skills.

�‡ Helps provide the best possible settings to allow our kids to become sports fans!  With 
over 1250 people attending Suns, Mercury and �'�¶�%�D�F�N�Vgames.  (We imagine some 
of these experiences have been priceless, we know it was the first time at professional 
sporting events for some of our kiddos.)

�‡ Uses events to create physical activities to promote better health in youth and 
provides several opportunities for success by creating environments that work for the 
sensory needs of people with ASD.

�‡ Works to be a source of education and inspiration for community businesses and 
families.

�‡ Does not charge for the main part of each event for example sporting event tickets or 
skating rink and skates.  Occasionally things like food, parking, gift shop items, etc. are 
�W�K�H���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V���H�[�S�H�Q�V�H��

�‡ Has been able to help approximately 20 families , with kids on the spectrum, facing 
financial challenges using gift cards donated by the families of Boys Team Charities .

�‡ Has, in the last 6 years spent over $35,000 funding events for families who have 
children on the spectrum or similar traits.
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Katie Murwin  

Katie is mother of 3 children (20, 19, 15), her 19-year old son diagnosed with High Functioning 
Autism over a decade ago. She and her husband, Todd have devoted much of their time and energy to 
�O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���$�X�W�L�V�P���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���Z�D�\�V���W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���W�K�H�L�U���I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���O�L�I�H�����.�D�W�L�H��
started the company in conjunction with her book, Kids with Autism Can: A Photographic Journey, an 
�L�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�W�R�U�\���R�I���K�H�U���I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�����6�K�H��loves supporting others facing the challenges of 
Autism.  She began working with special needs adults 20 years ago when managing a restaurant that 
embraced the idea of incorporating all members of the community into its staff. She has several 
interests, which include traveling, working with rescued dogs, and cooking. She has shared her joy and 
knowledge of cooking by teaching children at a small private school where they are encouraged to 
learn in a way that works well for them. 

Todd Murwin  

Todd graduated from University of Wisconsin-Madison with a BA degree in Mathematics and has an 
MS degree in Microeconomics from Kellogg Graduate School of Management at Northwestern 
University. He has worked in the mortgage industry for the past 25 years in Credit Risk, eCommerce 
Sales, systems design, Program management and Mortgage Technology development.Todd is active in 
�K�L�V���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���O�L�Y�H�V�����U�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V���R�I���K�R�Z���W�K�H�\���O�H�D�U�Q���D�Q�G���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H���L�Q���R�X�U���Z�R�U�O�G�����+�H���D�Ftively encourages 
�I�D�W�K�H�U�V���R�I���$�X�W�L�V�W�L�F���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���W�R���H�Q�J�D�J�H���D�Q�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H�L�U���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V���O�L�I�H���L�Q���D���Q�H�Z���Z�D�\�����+�H���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�V��
that each father take the time to enjoy the things that are special to their child. For Todd, these include 
watching them score a run in baseball, partner in a 3K walk to raise money, or just pretending to save 
the world with light sabers.  

Cindy Lee Herrick  

Born in Taipei, Taiwan, Cindy grew up in Los Angeles, California. She currently resides in Scottsdale, 
Arizona, where she runs her music studio, Cindy Lee Studios, LLC. She is a member of the Music 
�7�H�D�F�K�H�U�V�¶���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�V���D���F�H�U�W�L�I�L�H�G���6�X�]�X�N�L���P�X�V�L�F���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�����7�K�U�R�X�J�K���K�H�U���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J�V�����&�L�Q�G�\��
encountered many students with special needs and sparked her interest in special education. She is 
recently completed her Masters of Arts in Special Education degree at Arizona State University, with 
an emphasis in Autism Spectrum Disorder. Cindy is currently doing research on the use of music for 
developing socio-emotional skills for children with Autism.  

Cindy received her BS in Business Administration degree from the Marshall School of Business at the 
University of Southern California, where she also studied cinema-television and music. She has also 
studied English Literature and Poetry at Cambridge University in England. After graduation, Cindy 
worked in Media Sales for News America Marketing (a subsidiary of News Corporation) in Los 
Angeles. Cindy received her classical music training at The Colburn School of Performing Arts in Los 
Angeles. Her hobbies include crafts, ancient history, archeology, and reading. In her spare time, Cindy 
enjoys spending time with her husband Ron, son, and their two Persian cats: Kismet and Napkin.  
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Lisa Hurst 

Lisa Hurst was born in Crystal Falls, a small town in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. She completed 
her BS degree at the University of Michigan, MD degree at Wayne State University and internal 
medicine residency at the Mayo Clinic. She is a Board Certified Internal Medicine physician and has 
specialized in Hospital Medicine for over 10 years. She now works as a Hospitalist for the Mayo Clinic 
in Arizona.  Lisa is the mother of three wonderful children. The best thing about life is the time spent 
with her husband and kids. Her family loves to stay active and enjoys family bike rides, swimming, 
and any type of outdoor sport! Whenever the opportunity arises, they love to travel. The second best 
part of traveling is coming home to their myriad of family pets in beautiful Arizona.  Children with 
special needs are �Q�H�D�U���D�Q�G���G�H�D�U���W�R���/�L�V�D�¶�V���K�H�D�U�W�����6�K�H���L�V���K�R�Q�R�U�H�G���W�R���E�H���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���W�R���K�H�O�S���E�U�L�Q�J��
hope to the families of these wonderfully unique kids. 

Lynne Robinson 

Lynne is a CPA who graduated with a BS in accounting from Marquette University and holds a 
Masters of Business with a marketing emphasis from JL Kellogg School of Management at 
Northwestern University. Lynne has a diversified background working in public accounting, 
�P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J�����I�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V�����L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���E�D�Q�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�V���D�Q���H�Q�W�U�H�S�U�H�Q�H�X�U�����/�\�Q�Q�H�¶s interests lie 
primarily in the business arena focusing on business development, process improvement and 
leadership. Her personal hobbies include: genealogy, fishing and spending time at her cabin with time 
for contemplation and solitude. She reads across a broad range of topics with a particular interest in 
history and health, including recent autism research and inspirational stories. She is particularly 
interested in helping the organization serve more people as it helps to overcome the challenges of 
having fun in a family environment. Lynne has three adult children and a wonderful husband who 
worked for years as a special needs bus driver. 

Sarah Lindquist 

Sarah Lindquist was born in Bakersfield, California and graduated Summa Cum Laude from California 
Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo with a B.S. in Business (concentration in Accounting). 
After college, Sarah started her career as a Certified Public Accountant at Ernst & Young in San Jose, 
California. In 2001, Sarah and her husband moved to Scottsdale, Arizona where she worked for 
Republic Services, Inc. for 11 years in various accounting and finance roles, eventually specializing in 
executive compensation compliance and reporting. Sarah is the mother of three rambunctious boys and 
a baby girl. Kids with Autism Can and other special needs causes are close to her heart as one of her 
sons is on the Autistic spectrum and lives with sensory and emotional challenges. Sarah enjoys sewing, 
quilting and spending time with her family.  

 
















